
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                        May 6, 2018 
  
SIXTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 263 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I find it difficult to love what I do not like about 
myself.  The internal judgments against me come rapidly and 
are withering, so much so that I do not get the chance to think 
about the judgments let along interrupt them.  I am regularly 
on the defensive, something I am able to witness since I often 
become conscious in the middle of an argument some part of 
me is having with another part of me.  I keep believing I am 
going to get over this internal judging, and that I will in due 
course come to the place where the judging does not occur.  I 
keep believing in this escape because escaping is the only way I 
can imagine having relief.  What I do not consider is that relief 
comes in ways other than escaping.  Relief also comes through 
relating and companionship, through sympathy, and 
compassion, and understanding and the sharing of ache.  I 
have not always had helpful experiences with this kind of 
tenderness in the past, and so I am leery of opening myself to 
it in the present.  However, the escape I am seeking does not 
bring the relief I am needing.  From the middle of this dilemma 
I open myself to you, as one who offers the relief I need. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 15:9-17 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 309 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 275 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for May 13, 2018  
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter (John 15:9-17) 
 The commandment to “love one another” is not a demand for 
compliance or obedience as we often think. It is more an invitation, 
or perhaps better a pleading, to keep something in our mind’s eye 
as a way of remembering a value that is to be embraced. This 
context of an invitation is important. If we cannot stay within this 
context, we tend to get lost in whether or not we are in compliance 
and end up in a war with ourselves over being in compliance. If we 
are able to stay within this context, we realize that the key is not 
compliance but a desire to be taken toward the value, however 
much desire we are able to muster. Contrary to the way we were 
raised, commandments are recommendations that are 
authoritatively and urgently put forward in an effort to induce 
compliance through persuasion by reason. We usually mature into 
compliance. 
 One of the elements of thinking in the New Testament that 
makes this “compliance through persuasion by reason” feasible is 
the idea that to love someone it is not necessary to feel loving 
toward them, but only to act loving toward them. This permission is 
granted by the use of the Greek verb “agapao” in the phrase “love 
one another:” “agapao” means “to love in a social or moral sense, 
as a matter of principle,” and in that sense is more a matter of our 
heads than our hearts. Our actions are easier to manage than are 
our feelings, something we all know by experience: it is easier to 
treat someone with respect than it is to like them, and it is easier to 
treat someone decently than it is to have positive regard for them. 
In fact, to actually treat someone with respect and decency it is 
necessary to come to an understanding of how we feel toward them 
and why, and to arrive at an acceptance of the way we feel. 
Otherwise, our actions will be incongruent and will therefore be 
ineffective. The key issue here is to become accepting of how we 
feel toward another, something God facilitates by accepting us with 
the feelings we have. It is not necessary to rid ourselves of how we 
feel, only to temper the need to act on our feelings or give our 
feelings voice, something that is made possible by both the 
understanding and acceptance. We usually mature into compliance 
with this commandment.         [Jim Robie, 5-4-18] 
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Sixth  Sunday  of  Easter [John 15:9-17] 
Last week we explored the metaphor of God being the vine 

and our being the branches, the idea being that if we abide in the 
vine we will “bear fruit,” where fruit is the incorporation of what 
God discloses to us about ourselves. To “abide in the vine” means 
to maintain some expectancy of and some receptivity toward what 
is divulged to us, and “bearing fruit” is to consider what is revealed 
to us and to be informed by it regarding how to live our life. The 
text for today elaborates this approach to our life and living, 
encouraging us to “love one another,” the reference being to the 
many different components of our personality that sit around our 
internal table. 

We will begin by looking at the meaning of the word “love” 
which appears in today’s reading. The word switches back and 
forth between the noun and verb forms, “agape” being the noun 
form, and “agapao” being the verb form. The Greek word means 
“to love in a social or moral sense, as a matter of principle, duty or 
propriety;” that is, because it is the best thing to do. This Greek 
word focuses our attention on how we act based on thinking rather 
than on feeling. What is important about this word is that it invites 
us to act in a loving way without asking or requiring us to feel 
loving. Loving in this way takes a great deal of pressure off of us 
because we do not need to change how we feel, only to monitor 
how we behave, the latter being much easier to do than the 
former. We can see how this might work outwardly: we do not 
have to like another person, only treat them respectfully and 
kindly, with thought and intelligence. But the real value of the word 
lies in its being applied inwardly. There are parts of our own life we 
do not like; we see them as inferior and/or embarrassing. Loving 
them in the way of “agapao” means to approach them in a 
receptive manner, to be interested in them or curious about them, 
to make the effort to appreciate them as we are able, as a matter 
of principle, because it is the best thing to do in that there is more 
life in us by doing so. It is easier to love the inferior and/or 
embarrassing parts of us if we do not have to like them at the same 
time. 

 In verse 9 Jesus says: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love.” The word translated as “abide” is a Greek 
word meaning “to stay [in a given place, state, relation or 
expectancy].” The text continues in verse 10: “If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love…” The words here are 
helpful. “Commandments” is the Greek word “injunction, i.e. an 
authoritative prescription;” it comes from a root “to enjoin,” which 
comes from a preposition denoting a relationship of rest + a word 
meaning “the point aimed at as a limit.” A “commandment” is a 
reference point, something which helps us remember what is of 
value, something to which we can refer when we lose our way, and 
therefore something in which we can rest. We are emphatically 
directed to join with and move toward the value the commandment 
expresses. What this implies is elaborated by the word “keep.” The 
Greek word translated as “keep” is a word meaning “to guard [from 
loss or injury, properly by keeping the eye upon].” The idea here is 
that we are to hold something in our mind’s eye, as a point of 
reference, to help us remember where we want to go or what we 
want to embody, so that we do not lose it or forget it. The idea in 
these verses is that we are being asked to keep in our mind’s eye 
the understanding that we do not need to like all the different 
components of who we are, but to approach them openly and to 
make the effort to accept and appreciate them along side of the 
evaluating and judging we normally do; that is, we make the effort 
to treat what is inside us in the same way we ourselves are treated 
by God. This is reiterated in verse 12 where it is stated: “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.” 
Internally, the “one another” would be the different selves that sit 
around our internal table. We are asked to hold in our mind’s eye 
this intention to treat our different selves respectfully and kindly, 
thoughtfully and intelligently, seeking to approach them in a 
receptive manner, to be interested in them and curious about them, 
and make the effort to appreciate them as we are able. As we accept 
and appreciate what we tend to evaluate and judge, we find we are 
accepted and appreciated rather than evaluated and judged. It is 
not necessary to like the different aspects of who we are in order 
for this to occur. 



 There are two things which help in this endeavor: the first is to 
“lay down our life,” and the second is to treat the different facets 
of who we are as “friends.” Here again, the words are helpful. The 
phrase translated as “lay down” is a Greek word meaning “to place, 
properly in a horizontal or passive posture.” The word translated 
as “life” is the word for “breath i.e. spirit,” and refers to the 
capacity to have sense perceptions and feelings. To “lay down our 
life” is to let our feelings about the different aspects of who we are 
become more accepting rather than remaining hostile, to let our 
thinking guide us in how to relate respectfully rather than have our 
emotions dictate our response. The word translated as “friends” is 
the Greek word “dear, i.e. a friend.” The word refers to developing 
“tender regard” for an aspect of our life which we are inclined to 
shun. 
 The commandment is to “love one another,” to “agape” the 
different aspects of who we are and to do “agapao” with them. We 
are to join with this way of loving by keeping in our mind’s eye what 
agapao represents—treating our different selves with kindness and 
respect, especially when our feelings do not support that 
treatment. The emphasis is on having agapao be what we move 
toward, not as something we have to successfully achieve and bend 
ourselves into doing, but as something we work on. We work on 
this by seeking to be kind and respectful toward our different 
selves, especially those we feel no kindness toward or respect for, 
even including our own inability to be kind and respectful as well 
as our inability to receive kindness and respect. If we keep this way 
of relating in our mind’s eye so that we reference it as we go 
through the day, our efforts will connect us to God’s treating us in 
this same way. There is no greater love than this because this way 
of loving is expansive. That is, it enlarges us. To love in this way 
diminishes the impact of our own internal judgments and thereby 
more fully unfolds our life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-4-18, 6th of Easter, Cycle B, John 15:9-17] 


